Critical Challenge:  “Should the Canadian Government (Federal/Provincial) continue to develop the Oil Sands Project in Alberta?”  Respond to this question in the form of an essay.

Planning

1. Start by doing a web of all of your ideas concerning the oil sands.  When you complete your web, turn your ideas into the different categories, example:  Economic, Political and Quality of Life.  When you have completed your lists, identify next to each idea whether it is positive or negative.

2. Now decide on your answer to the question – should the government continue to develop the Oil Sands Project.  Turn your answer now into your thesis statement.  Remember everything in your essay must support your thesis statement.

3. Now that you have created your thesis statement, you must create your outline for your essay.  Start with the first topic sentence, and then list your supporting details.  Do this for the whole essay.

Example:  Topic Sentence:  The first reason I support the continued development of the oil sands is…..

· Supporting detail 1

· Supporting detail 2

· Supporting detail 3

· Supporting detail 4

4. When you have completed your outline start writing your first draft of your essay.  Double space it so it makes it easier for you to correct your errors.

5. When you have complet3ed your first draft it is now time for you to edit your work.  These are the errors you are checking for:

· Sentence structure errors.  Run-on sentence fragments.

· Spelling/Capital use.

· Ask yourself if any concepts have been introduced that have not been fully explained.

· Do all of your ideas support your thesis statement?

· Remember do not introduce any new ideas in your concluding paragraph, but just restate the thesis statement and summarize the important points of your essay.

· Does the introductory paragraph “draw” the reader in?  Is the thesis statement presented clearly in the introduction?  Have you introduced too many facts in the introduction?

· Does your essay have an interesting title?  Is it in quotation marks or underlined?

· Have you avoided speaking to the reader?

6. Type your final copy when all changes have been made.  You may need to write out a second copy.  When you type your final copy make sure that you have:

· Centered the title

· Use a normal font in size 12.  Do not use a font that is in bold face?

· The length of the essay must be a minimum of two pages.

· Indent paragraphs using the tab bar.

· Single space your work.

· Do not divide the paragraph between two pages.  Move the paragraph to the next page.

· Use spell check and the other tools to check your work.  Make corrections.

· Read your work twice, correct errors, and then have one – two other people read over your work for errors.

· Print your final copy and read it once more for errors.  Hand in your final copy along with your rough drafts and initial planning.

· Make sure your name is on it.
